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emerging, that the principles of the Revolution saw the
light again after the long darkness of Napoleonic dictator-
ship. It is true that Article 13 of the German Constitution
was to remain a dead letter-a great misfortune which was
to plunge Gtrmany into panic again until 1848. But the
Congress was not responsible for this misfortune. It had
made German liberty a pillar of European international
law; what more could it do?
Italy alone reaped no benefit from the efforts of the
Congress of Vienna to carry out the doctrines of the
Revolution, but that was because she was not willing.
Italy-that part of society which counted-remained, until
1922, the country in Europe most inimical to the doctrines
and principles of the Revolution. The Congress of Vienna
was merely conforming to Italy's wishes when it replaced
the revolutionary despotisms of the Napoleonic regime
with the absolutism of the Old Regime. In other words,
Vienna strove to satisfy Europe as far as possible, Although
Europe-both large and small states-was not officially
recognized in Vienna as an authority capable of legislation,
she was able, with the assistance of France, to make her
voice heard in the Congress, and her wishes barkened to
-by the four great allied powers. Despite inevitable mis-
takes, she managed on the whole to have the vacant ter-
ritories allotted in such a way as to take into account the
possibilities of adaptation ancl development, which was
more important than the so-called wil^of the people, non-
existent at that time and very vague even a century later.
The one exception was Poland.
* Poland was the real\victim of the Congress of Vienna.
There was a general conviction in the Congress that a
sincere reconstruction of Europe required the revival of
an independent Poland. Like the papal1 states in Italy,
like the Holy Roman Empire, Poland had been dismem-
bered in the darkness of the revolutionary chaos, if not
by the Revolution, then with its complicity; like Italy
and Germany, she should have recovered and been put